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Why This Checklist Matters
Living and working outside the United States creates tax responsibilities that are often unclear, counterintuitive, and easy to miss.
U.S. citizens and green card holders are subject to U.S. tax and reporting rules on worldwide income, even while living abroad. These rules apply regardless of whether income is taxed locally, paid into a foreign bank account, or earned through a foreign employer or business.
Many expats assume that:
· Paying tax in their country of residence is enough
· If no U.S. tax is owed, no U.S. filings are required
· A local tax advisor will handle U.S. obligations automatically
Unfortunately, these assumptions often lead to missed filings, unnecessary penalties, or years of unintentional noncompliance.

The Purpose of This Checklist
This checklist is designed to help you:
· Identify common U.S. tax and reporting obligations for expats
· Organize information before preparing your return or seeking advice
· Spot potential gaps or red flags early
· Have a more productive conversation with a qualified advisor
It is not a substitute for professional advice. Instead, it provides a practical starting point so you can better understand your situation and next steps.








Why Expat Tax Issues Are Often Missed
Expat tax rules intersect multiple systems:
· U.S. federal tax law
· Foreign tax regimes
· International reporting requirements
· Tax treaties and social security agreements
Because of this complexity, even well-intentioned taxpayers and experienced preparers can overlook key issues—especially when a situation changes due to relocation, marriage, inheritance, or business ownership.
How to Use This Checklist
As you work through the checklist:
· Answer each item as accurately as possible
· Note any areas you are unsure about
· Flag items that may require clarification or further review
If you identify unanswered questions or potential issues, a paid strategy consultation can help you understand your options and determine the best path forward.

A Final Note
Addressing expat tax obligations proactively can prevent costly surprises later. Clarity today often means fewer problems tomorrow.
NGG Tax Group, Inc. works with U.S. expats, international families, and business owners navigating cross-border tax matters. Our approach is practical, planning-driven, and focused on reducing risk while helping clients make informed decisions.
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1. Basic Information
☐ Country (or countries) of residence
☐ Date you moved abroad
☐ Expected length of stay (temporary vs permanent)
☐ U.S. state last lived in (possible state filing exposure)
☐ Marital status (and spouse’s citizenship/residency)

2. Foreign Income
☐ Employment income earned abroad
☐ Self-employment or freelance income
☐ Foreign bonuses or commissions
☐ Employer-provided housing or allowances
☐ Foreign pensions or retirement income
☐ Investment income (interest, dividends, capital gains)
Tip: Income is taxable to the U.S. even if it’s not taxable locally.

3. Foreign Bank & Financial Accounts
☐ Foreign checking or savings accounts
☐ Investment or brokerage accounts
☐ Joint accounts
☐ Employer pension or retirement accounts
☐ Highest account balances during the year
These are commonly reportable under FBAR and FATCA.

4. Foreign Assets (Beyond Bank Accounts)
☐ Ownership in foreign companies
☐ Foreign trusts or estates
☐ Foreign mutual funds or ETFs
☐ Foreign real estate (personal or rental)
☐ Foreign insurance or investment products


5. Prior-Year Compliance
☐ Have you filed U.S. tax returns every year while abroad?
☐ Have you filed FBARs (FinCEN Form 114)?
☐ Have you filed Form 8938 (FATCA)?
☐ Any missed or late filings?
If not, relief programs may be available.

6. Tax Benefits to Review
☐ Foreign Earned Income Exclusion (FEIE)
☐ Foreign Tax Credits
☐ Housing exclusion or deduction
☐ Totalization agreements (social security)
☐ Applicable tax treaty benefits
Choosing the wrong benefit can cost thousands over time.

7. Family & Life Events
☐ Marriage to a non-U.S. spouse
☐ Birth of a child abroad
☐ Foreign inheritance or gifts received
☐ Relocation to a new country
☐ Plans to return to the U.S.

8. Business or Ownership Interests
☐ Ownership in a U.S. or foreign business
☐ Foreign-owned U.S. LLC or corporation
☐ Partnership interests
☐ Intercompany transactions
☐ Forms 5471 / 5472 exposure

9. Real Estate
☐ U.S. property owned while living abroad
☐ Foreign property owned
☐ Rental income
☐ Property sales during the year
☐ FIRPTA considerations (if applicable)

10. Next Steps
☐ Gather prior-year tax returns
☐ Compile foreign income statements
☐ Download bank account summaries
☐ Identify unanswered questions
☐ Schedule a strategy consultation if needed
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